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the almost equally celebrated
La Téche (from a vineyard a
stone’s throw to the south;
cost: £3,250/six in bond).

And you can’t just buy
them: the complex allocation
process (closing date, February
20) takes C&B an A4 page to
explain. It’s strangely cricket,
aiming to favour drinkers over
speculators, and there’s an
unwritten rule that anyone
wanting to sell their wine first
offers it back to C&B, DRC’s
sole agents in Britain, as a
safeguard against fraud.

I was on a plane to New
Zealand last year when C&B

The room was hushed.
Beyond several suits, I noticed
Decanter's Adam Lechmere.
“Hello,” we whispered.

“It’s like holy devotional
service in here,” he said,
still whispering. We returned
our noses to our glasses.

1t’s like holy
devotional
service in here’
The family trait of these

wines is one of deceptive
sinew and light insistence and

wines have plenty of clarity.
The one that stood out and
had my pencil cartwheeling

as soon as [ took a sniff was
the La Tache. This wine feels
like being in the Royal Opera
House at the moment when the
corps de ballet pirouette in a
swirl of skirts. The perfume is
incredible. It has precision but
it saturates you in sensation.
Here is the sharp delicacy of
Darjeeling, there a touch of
rose, here the ghost of cloves
and mace caught on a rooftop
in India in the freshness of
dawn. The Romanée-Conti,

by contrast, is more mineral

Brezza Barbera d'Alba Cannubi
Muscatel 2009 Italy (14%;
Planet of the Grapes, £25)

£ One for true
ltalian wine fans
here. This barbera
from a family-run
estate in Piemonte
is dark crimson
like blood and so
light and gauzy
in structure it
makes me

think of

chiffon stuffed
in the glass.
There'sa
delicious

tannic prickle,
too.

Beautifully
done. Real

wine.

BARHERN D

BIRIZZA

black pudding.

The Olive Branch Grenache
2009 Australia (14.5%;
Sainsbury's 260 stores, £9.99)

© Willunga 100
makes this wine
for Sainsbury's
using grapes from
McLaren Vale and
Adelaide Hills. It's
a big, comforting,
textured pom-
pom of a red
perfect for
cosying up
with on a cold
evening. It
smells glorious
- of dried
herbs and red
berries — and
is tamed with a
little oak.

Aoy

Pizarras de Oteros 2010
Bierzo, Spain (14%; £6.99 when
you buy two, Majestic)

© Bierzo is a region
in north-west Spain
where red wine
such as this is made
from the mencia
grape. Even at this
price (you'd expect
to pay a few
pounds more for
a Bierzo) there
are distinctive
characteristics,
a sort of gentle
graininess,and
a savoury edge vy
that makes me Dr Ei
think of bitter  [AaAH
chocolate :
and coal dust.
Delicious with




